“Poverty in
Moldova still
remains very
much a rural
phenomenon...
only 40% of rural
communities
have sewerage

infrastructure”
World Bank 2008

How to summarise the last two
months? Full of learning and
cultural insights, a deeper
understanding of the real issues in
the country, frustration with
language learning, excitement with
the provision of our residency
permits and in finding an
apartment, joy in finding a couple of
I"#$ coffee shops, fascination at
being in a country where a
Communist government
elected, and anticipation as we’ve
started moving into our jobs.
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Juz had the opportunity to help out
with a couple of conferences being
run for the coaches of the soccer
clubs OM works with. It was good
for both of us to learn more about
what’s involved and gain a better
understanding of the mentoring role
that many of these coaches play to
the youth in the villages. The impact
certainly goes beyond sport, and
provides a very positive program in
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communities marked by many
negative influences.

Jessie was able to put a funding
application together at the last

understatement. Opportunities for
improvement are scarce and
services offered by authorities are

almost non-existent. 10,000
students graduate from university

minute to the World Bank for the

sports program and subsequent each year, yet only 2,500 are offered

employment. For those interested in
an accurate insight into Moldova
and the historical, political and
economic context that has brought
the nation to where it is now, we
strongly encourage you to watch ‘Ca
La Moldova’. This one hour
documentary has been released
since the recent election and can be
downloaded free of charge from
www.calamoldova.com

When living in Chisinau
it's easy to forget the
poverty and suffering
that marks the country
to its core.

community work that the teams are

involved in. Financial development
is going to be a big part of her work.

Yet it was two weeks we spent in
rural villages with OM’s Challenge

What the?

Into Missions program that had the
biggest impact on both of us. When
living in Chisindu, it is easy to forget
the poverty and suffering that
marks the country to its core. To say
people live hard lives is an

I"#$%& ' (consist of men carrying an open coffin which is followed
by a parade of people and a horse and cart. The cart is loaded with
the few possessions people have to offer as a gift to earn the
deceased more rights in Heaven.

!$)$%(are caught from the wind. You can be squashed on a bus in
40° heat but can’t open the window or a baby may catch a fever.

1*0/+(are the be all end all. Knives exist but meals are eaten only
with a fork; the side evidently serves as a sufficient cutting tool.




An empty village with
empty hearts

As we make our way through the
plowed paddock, which serves as
the front entry to the house we are
about to enter, we quickly observe
the strenuous and empty lifestyle of
the couple we are about to meet.
The only thing that’s out of place
here is us.

It’s a hard life in Moldova, especially
in for those living in the villages. The
younger generation flee at first
opportunity leaving a community
predominately made up of middle
aged citizens - although you would
never pick it going by their frail,
wrinkled and hard-worked bodies.
The little work available makes life
tough, especially during Winter.
Such circumstances have left this
couple (pictured above) with a one-
way ticket to depression. The cycle
is vicious; no work-boredom-
depression-alcohol-no work. If
they’re lucky they’ll get a day’s work
here or there but the money is
squandered as they drink
themselves silly late into the night.
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The couple hobble their way out of
the house with blood-shot eyes and
immediately we smell the stench of
alcohol. They’re not wasted yet so
we manage to provide them with a
food hamper - but somehow that’s
not enough. They are so empty but
this food won’t be able to fill their
deeper need. We spark up a
conversation about their lives and 488&%.9%#.
the man moves restlessly, obviously
grappling with deep-down issues.
We get onto the topic of God: Who
is He? What’s He like? Does He even
exist? He assures us of his
knowledge of God but tells us about
his constant battle with the
bondage of alcohol. After a truly
honest conversation, he accepts our
request to pray for him and when
we finish tears are rolling down his
cheeks...this man’s heart wasn’t
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Whilst most household items will be
left for us in our new apartment, we
do need to buy some additional
things. If you are able to assist with

the associated costs in any way we’d

broken, it was shattered. As we
leave he hugs and
kisses us and despite
everything, love has
never felt more real.
We walk away feeling
numb...now we know

love to hear from you.

why the streets are
empty.
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